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By Faith Ellington

     You walk up to the 
cashier. "Your total is 
$4.56," the cashier says, 
smiling. You dig in your 
wallet, before remembering 
that you live in a society 
that has gotten rid of coins. 
Tears stream down your 
face as you fork over a $5 
bill, and the cashier's smile 
crumples when he realizes 
that he is unable to make 
change. People are 
screaming, and there is 
chaos everywhere. A future 
without coins, without 
change, is full of 
unimaginable horrors.
     People who hate 
change, known as change-
haters, or chaters, naively 
seek to destroy a 
fundamental cornerstone of 
American currency: coins. 
Chaters love to protest 
against coins, as they are 
drawn to the siren song of 
paper money. Paper money 
may be alluring, but don't 
be fooled. Coins actually 
help the government stay 
accountable for their 
currency. Paper money 
costs little to manufacture, 
allowing its value to fall prey 
to constant fluxes in 
inflation. While coins also 
change with the ebb and

flows of the economic tide, 
coins cost a set amount of 
money to manufacture. Coins, 
therefore, can act as an anchor 
in monetary policy. Instrumental 
in the government, coins also 
add gleaming value to your 
everyday life.
     Chaters, and the general 
public, forget that coins are 
money. They also forget the 
feeling that the universe is 
aligning when you are able to 
give your cashier exact change. 
Coins are regarded as useless, 
burdensome. But, as monetarily 
conscientious senior Amelia 
Rothermel states: "They [coins] 
are money, and I can get money 
for them." Whether or not you 
keep your coins or switch them 
out for paper money, change 
adds value to your life. In 
approximately two years, money 
savvy senior Emily Waxler was 
able to accumulate over $150 
just by saving up her coins. For, 
as fiscally brilliant junior Lauren 
Bonino correctly proclaimed, 
"coins accumulate so much over 
time." Coins are not only 
valuable, they are also beautiful 
relics of an era when metal 
money was literally as good as 
gold.
     The heartfelt simplicity of the 
rustic penny. The smooth edges 
of the elegant nickel. The quiet 
power of the tidy dine. All of

these smaller value coins oft go 
overlooked by the chaters. While 
quarters may have intriguing 
designs founded in historical 
attitudes, and half dollars have 
more than their share of soft bling, 
smaller coins are equally 
important. All coins are beautiful, 
and their aesthetics should be 
appreciated. People have spent 
hours, days laboring over perfect 
designs for the U.S. Mint. So, next 
time you pick up a penny, don't be 
a chater. Appreciate the columns 
of the Lincoln Memorial, the 
design and care that went into 
Lincoln's suit. Remember that 
coins are small works of art that 
we can all access, masterpieces 
we can hold in the palms of our 
hands. Art, and coins, should be 
appreciated always.
     Chaters are going to hate. But 
that doesn't mean you have to. 
Coins are a beacon in a world of 
murky paper money, shining light 
on all things good and true. So the 
next time your cashier hands you 
change, appreciate the softly 
glowing metal coins in the palm of 
your hand. And, most importantly, 
don't be a chater.

Sources: https://www.forbes.com/
sites/briandomitrovic/2013/11/26/
dont-you-dare-eliminate-the-
penny/#9b5c1c74d7ca
 

Change For Change Childhood: It's 
The "Suite" Life

By: Chip Schroder

     Ah, the question that has been 
asked by so many of our current 
generation: what happened to the 
glory days of Disney Channel and 
Nickelodeon? The quality of the 
shows these channels produced in the 
late 90s to the early 2000s has been 
unmatched by the lackluster 
broadcasts of the more recent era. 
Shows like "Liv and Maddie" and 
"Henry Danger" stand no chance 
when compared to gems such as 
"That's So Raven" and "Drake and 
Josh". Metaphorically speaking, the 
creative staffs at Nickelodeon and 
Disney Channel were once in a fierce 
battle for valedictorian, but are now 
barely passing their classes.
     Perhaps the most widely missed 
series is Disney Channel's "The Suite 
Life of Zack and Cody". How can one 
not fall in love with the twins' constant 
antics, complete with a strong cast of 
lovable characters, including Zack, 
Cody, London, Maddie, Mr. Moseby, 
Arwin, and Esteban Julio Ricardo 
Montoya de la Rosa Ramírez? Zack is 
a wild child, whereas his twin brother 
is an intellectual. However, they 
constantly find themselves having run-
ins with the other hotel inhabitants. 
The truly majestic aspect of the show 
is that nearly everything takes place 
within the Tipton Hotel, where the 
twins reside.
     And, as if "Suite Life of Zack and 
Cody" wasn't enough, a spin-off series 
entitled "Suite Life on Deck" was 
created, putting the cherry on top of 
the ice cream sundae. Though many 
spin-offs fail miserably, "Suite Life on 
Deck" was a success.One would find 
it difficult to match the extravagance 
of the original "Suite Life" series, and 
though "Suite Life on Deck"
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"It Needs to 
Be Part of the 
Conversation"

By Talia Kowalski & Faith 
Ellington

     Trade and technology careers 
are an untapped job market. Half of 
the expected work force for the year 
2030 does not even exist yet, and 
Berks County is reaching out to 
solve this deficit. 
     Students are often hesitant to 
enter trade and technology careers 
because of the stigma that 
surrounds these fields. The current 
generation of parents often fails to 
recognize the lucrativeness and 
skills the trades produce, including, 
but not limited to, those trades 
required in construction. Jobs like 
plumbing and carpentry require 
certification in a fine skill, which 
takes years of education and 
dedicated apprenticeship. 
     So why not start early?
     Vision Mechanical, Inc. was 
founded in June of 2000 by Mr. 
Barry Unger. The company employs 
mechanical and plumbing workers 
for commercial, institutional, 
residential, and healthcare facilities.

The company provides 
opportunities for students 
looking for apprenticeships. 
Vision mechanical will pay for 
students to complete an 
apprenticeship at their company, 
if the recipients of the 
scholarship agree to 
employment at Vision 
Mechanical, Inc. Additionally, 
they are now offering 
scholarships for students who 
are interested in pursuing 
plumbing as a career, which can 
be used toward supplies and 
tuition
     Trades can be a great 
opportunity for college-bound 
students as well. If you prefer a 
traditional college education to 
that of an apprenticeship, you 
can attend, for example, the 
Thadeus Stephens College of 
Technology for Plumbing. And 
many construction companies 
right now will pay for your 
education, because they are 
looking to expand their future 
workforce and need to start 
training people as soon as 
possible.
      Continuing with the example 
of plumbing, many students 
don't realize that there is more 
to the trade than fixing people's

toilets. In construction, plumbers 
are needed to work on sewage 
pipes, but also gas pipes, medical 
waste lines, water lines, and so 
much more. A large portion of 
trades are not only residential 
opportunities. 
     The projected income for a 
plumber right now is around 
$80,000 -$100,000 per year, 
which is more than the average 
criminal defense lawyer is 
projected to make annually. 
Plumbers also work reasonable 
hours- about 40 hours a week- 
compared to the approximately 60 
hours a week that doctors work. 
With a reasonable education and 
financial plan, plumbing seems like 
an obvious choice for students 
who can't afford legal or medical 
school and still want to make great 
money in the future. 
     Unfortunately, Mr. Unger told us 
that he has never had a female 
student. In a report by the U.S. 
Department of Labor, only 1.3% of 
American plumbers are female. 
These numbers are grim, but 
changeable. Most trade and 
technical schools tend to be male-
oriented; however, this should not 
deter any female student from 
applying to the scholarships 
presented through WAEF. Trade 
and technology schools are great

options and should be explored 
regardless of gender. 
     WAEF offers an amazing 

supplementary 
scholarship to 
Wyomissing 
students in grades 
10-12. This 
scholarship is 
sponsored by 
Vision Mechanical 

and offers students the opportunity to 
receive $1,000 in order to pay for 
supplies for BCTC or to attend the 
Thames Stevens plumbing program. This 
partnership between WAEF and Vision 
Mechanical is a great opportunity for 
students who want to pursue a trade for a 
low cost. 
     So why not try to discuss this career 

path? We need to start talking about 
realistic goals, and any trade career path 
is within your reach. Talk to your friends, 
maybe visit some trade schools and do 

some research into companies that offer 
apprenticeship programs or financial 
assistance for students interested in 

trades within Berks County.Just here at 
Wyomissing, there are three scholarship 
offered to seniors entering various trades, 
and there are other financial assistance 
opportunities for students grades 10-12 

for supplemental support in order to 
purchase tool kits and other trade 

supplies. These are great opportunities
(Continued on Page 3)

(Continued From "Childhood")
neglected to feature fan favorite 
Maddie (Ashley Tisdale), who was 
replaced by some lackluster 
character such as Bailey (Debby 
Ryan), "Suite Life on Deck" 
exceeded expectations.
     The "Suite Life" franchise 
features many prominent guest 
stars, including Zac Efron, Chris 
Brown, Jaden Smith, Jesse 
McCartney, Jordin Sparks, 
Vanessa Hudgens, Sean Kingston, 
and, of course, the casts of 
Hannah Montana, That's So 
Raven, and Wizards of Waverly 
Place in Disney's renowned 
crossover episodes. It is my best 
assumption that many of these 
stars had to beg to land a cameo 
in such a legendary series - heck, 
most of them probably weren't 
even paid to do so!
    As a Suite Lifer, you know who 
else is a devoted "Suite Life" fan 
simply by being in their presence. 
When I spotted sophomores Max 
Moyer, Matt Kotula, Colin 
Campbell, and Alex Jadic walking 
together in the hallway, my Suite 
Life radar went berserk.
     Upon questioning, Max had 
high praise for the "Suite Life" 
spin-off: "'Suite Life on Deck' is the 

most quality show I think I've 
ever watched in my life. If 
you think the original is  

better you're a crazy person."     
     Matt scowled after hearing Max's 
outburst. "They were both really 
good," he snapped. "Well, Cody is 
the better brother," Alex responded 
intellectually, just as Cody himself 
would. "But to be honest, 'Hannah 
Montana' is the better show."
After hearing such a statement, Max 
and Matt looked at her in pure 
hatred, but Colin did not react.
     "I've never really watched Suite 
Life," admitted Colin. "I never 
watched TV much. Maybe a few 
episodes of 'SpongeBob 
Squarepants' here and there." Safe 
to say that Colin is no longer a friend 
of Max, Matt, and Alex. Senior Ben 
Croft, another Suite Lifer, had only 
one comment regarding the matter: 
"GET OUT OF MY LOBBY!"
     "The Suite Life Movie" was 
decent but did not do the series 
justice, but one can only hope that 
"Suite Life at College" or "Suite Life 
in the Workplace" should be 
announced soon. After all, Dylan 
Sprouse, Cole Sprouse, and the rest 
of the "Suite Life" cast seem to be 
the only Disney Channel products 
that have yet to go over the edge. 
Here's to remembering the glory that 
"Suite Life" once had, here's to 
hoping that more "Suite Life" awaits 
us in the future, and here's to living 
a Suite Life each and every day!
     2

Divisions In 
the Media

By John Brugger

     I am a Democrat. I voted 
for Hillary in the presidential 
election. My dad is Republican 
(despite the fact that he claims 
he is independent). He voted 
for Trump. We consistently 
argue 
about 
everything 
political. 
My dad 
believes 
that Trump 
is the 
greatest 
president 
in history, 
and I believe Trump is the 
worst. As I have a strong 
stance on politics, I find myself 
reading democratically-biased 
journalism, like any Democrat 
does. Since the election of 
Trump however, the 
discrepancy between left bias 
and right bias has grown to the 
point where people are 
reading entirely different news 
on each side. As a result, the

right has been easily able to 
label the left as purely fake 
news, while my mom (a 
Democrat) can look at the 
right and claim them as fake 
news. The smallest 
exaggerations to fit an 
agenda are losing the story in 
the process and further 
dividing the country. While I 
think that is a dangerous 
trend, there is a solution that 
any person can accomplish. I 
urge each and every reader 

to look at both 
sides, left 
and right, 
when 
reading the 
news, as in 
today’s 
partisan 
media the 
only way to 
get the full 

story is to read both sides.
     My dad is my prime 
example as to why this can 
be dangerous. His home 
page has always been The 
Drudge Report, a known 
conservative website. My dad 
will only digest his news from 
there, finding stories that 
confirm his bias and prove my 
bias incorrect, while he fails 

(Continued on Page 3)



(Continued from "Conversation")
for students who are looking to 
avoid monumental debt, or who 
can’t afford to finance their 
secondary education. 
     In a society that pushes four 
year bachelor’s degrees and desk 
jobs, it’s important to realize that 
you have other options, and even 
more important to realize that 
these options can help you 
become successful. Being 
employed in a trade and going to 
trade school are not lesser than a 
desk job in any way. Trade 
schools are a path that all 
students at Wyomissing should 
consider. As Karen Moser, director 
of WAEF, stated: “It [trade 
schools] needs to be part of the 
conversation.”

Source:

https://www.dol.gov/wb/factsheets/
nontra2009_txt.htm

School 
Starts Way 
Too Early

By Kaylee Quinter

     Let me paint you a picture here. 
You just got back home from school, 
the sun has already set because 
your practice always ends at 
“5:00” (in reality you're lucky if it ends 
around 6:30). You lug your giant bag 
home filled to the brim with 
homework and assignments, 
knowing you probably won’t be able 
to finish it all and keep your mental 
sanity. After eating dinner and talking 
to your family, you get started on the 
mammoth load of homework you 
have, realizing that you really should 
have found some extra time to get 
this done. After what seems like two 
hours, you finally finish and check 
your clock, it reads 11:30. You finally 
climb in bed, but then you remember: 
you have about three tests tomorrow 
and you didn’t study yet.
     Now this may seem a little bit 
exaggerated, but for some students 
this is a weekly, if not almost daily, 
occurrence. Now maybe this wouldn’t 
be a problem if school didn’t start so 
early in the morning. Maybe if school

started at 9:00 am we could get 
a solid 9 hours of sleep. 
However, school starts at 7:30, 
taking away those extra much 
needed hours of sleep. If 
school was to start later, 
students would be healthier, 
happier, and preform better.
     According to Nationwide’s 
Children, teenagers technically 
need 7-7 ¼ hours of sleep at 
night but should really get 
between 9-9 ½ hours. Due to 
large amounts of homework and 
extracurricular activities, we 
seldom go to sleep before 9:00 
pm and will rarely get a solid 
seven hours of sleep. In other 
words, Daily Mail explains: “By 
making them get up and go to 
school before their bodies are 
ready we are not just making 
school life difficult for them and 
their teachers, we are also 
putting them at risk." Forcing 
teenagers to constantly lose 
sleep and forcing them to get up 
so early in the morning is 
extremely hazardous to their 
health. Sleep deprivation has 
been known to cause mood 
shifts, disrupted cognitive ability, 
behavioral issues, a negative 
trend in academic 
performances, and drowsy 
driving. Add all of these up and

combine them with the stress and 
workload of a high school student, 
and you've got yourself a ticking time 
bomb that might explode any minute. 

     Sleep 
deprivation in 
students is 
becoming an 
extreme 
problem in our 
school. Some 
students feel as 
though they 

don’t get any sleep, let alone the 
healthy range of sleep. Karla 
Santillian, a sophomore at 
Wyomissing, states: “Most of us 
students don’t sleep. There was a 
week where I slept 4 hours in three 
days and that was it. I’m constantly 
exhausted. When you get home from 
sports or drama at 10:00 and work 
on homework until 3:00, its really 
hard to get up at 6:00.” Basically 
becoming the living version of the 
Walking Dead, students are forced to 
push their bodies to the breaking 
point and lose hours upon hours of 
sleep. This ends up resulting in a 
lack of motivation, decrease in 
attention span, and just an overall 
sense of “blah” that makes it really 
hard for us to do anything.
     Maybe our school wants to cram 
in extra hours in the morning so we 
can get out of school earlier, but

getting those extra hours in the morning 
for school may not be as beneficial as it 
could be. This is especially since it is at 
the expense of us students. Most 
students feel like they aren’t truly awake 
until least 10:00 am, and can’t fully pay 
attention.  “Until about period 4, my brain 
is never fully ‘awake’”, Austin Keim, a 
junior at Wyomissing, reveals. Forcing 
students to try to focus on challenging 
material so early in the morning will 
prove to be pointless as most of us aren’t 
even paying attention because we’re too 
busy trying not to fall asleep. Many other 
students feel this way too.  For example 
Cassie Graboski, a sophomore at 
Wyomissing, adds: “My brain doesn't 
really wake up and start fully functioning 
until around 10:30.” Students cannot 
learn effectively at such early hours in the 
morning, and forcing them to will only 
lead to unhealthy levels of stress and 
disappointing academic performances.
In the end, school should start later to 
prevent the over working of students, 
allow for more hours of sleep, and just 
create a more effective learning 
environment. Having students go into 
school so early in the morning is just too 
detrimental to their physical and mental 
health, and should be reconsidered. Yes 
it may mean that school would have to 
get out later, but instead of  creating an 
environment full of unstable students, 
maybe us students would finally be well 
rested and on the top of our game.

(Continued from "Divisions")
to see any news about 
anything disproving his bias. I 
have found this in my own 
media diet; during the Obama 
administration I had never 
heard anything about 
Obama’s stance on 
deportation. My dad of course 
heard all about that, however, 
and then could argue that 
against me because I had a 
gap in knowledge. After doing 
some additional research 
about the deportations, I 
found a bunch of conservative 
websites calling out Obama 
as the worst president ever 
because he deported so many 
immigrants. I still don’t think I 
have the whole story about 
that issue now, because on 
the left I have nothing, and on 
the right I have a ton of hatred 
directed towards his stance. 
Now the same thing is 
happening with Trump and his 
stance on immigration; the left 
is posting articles about how 
awful Trump’s deporting is, 
and the right is complaining 
about how the left is reacting 
to the deportations. I bet a 
portion of the left is now falling 
into a biased stance on the 
issue of deportations because  

they had no exposure to Obama’s 
stance. This only furthers the 
divide between the left and the 
right. People need to read both 
sides of everything.
     One argument in particular 
which my dad brings up 
frequently is that he gets 
information directly from the 
source: in this case, Trump. 
Trump is known to get a lot of his 
information from cable news, the 
exact same sources that spread 
bias in the first place. John Oliver 
actually summarizes this issue 
wonderfully in his segment Trump 
versus Truth, and I will cite that as 
my main basis for this argument. 
Only listening to things coming 
out of the White House leaves a 
broad spectrum of fact which is 
either not addressed or skewed 
slightly. Now I know this is partly 
my bias coming out now, but it is 
undeniable that Trump and his 
administration has said some 
blatantly false statements. To 
listen to the White House only is a 
fallacy, and I urge all readers to 
stay informed through the media 
at large, not the White House 
Press Officer.
     This level of bias in the media 
is creating an incredible division 
in the American people. The left 
sees the right as a bunch of

horrible people who support an 
even worse president, and the 
right sees the left as a bunch of 
sore losers who cannot accept 
the new president. And that is the 
pivotal issue right now in America. 
The media has created an 
environment where both sides 
confirm their biases and their 
stereotypes against the other 
side. In the left-based media I 
could read all about the right 
radicalism or what the President 
did in his personal life. Then on 
the right-based media you see 
people constantly defending what 
the president does and showing 
examples of left radicalism. 
Neither side is convincing the 
other; they are only confirming 
what their readers feel. If readers 
take a step back and read outside 
their bias, they will learn so much 
more.
     America needs to stay 
informed these days more than 
ever before. Both sides have a 
different story to tell, and by 
reading both of those stories 
instead of just the one the reader 
agrees with the most, all 
Americans could become more 
informed citizens and be able to 
discuss issues our country faces 
with more civility.

3



Small Acts 
For a Big 
Change

By Selena Gely-Rolon

     Every day we go through 
our life noticing the problems 
within society but never 
actually doing much about it. 
We live in a society with many 
controversial issues, some that 
can be fought against but often 
get swept under the rug. In our 
everyday lives we do small 
things that have more of an 
effect than we realize, whether 
it is a positive or negative one. 
Your positive energy just might 
be the highlight of someone's 
day, or, the “joke” you made 
toward the outcast in front of 
your friends may be the reason 
they'll go home and cry 
wondering what's wrong with 
them.
     There are endless amounts 
of approaches we could take 
on any issue to fix them, yet 
many of us remain quite or 
refrained from helping. For 
instance: bullying, we see this

happening every day. It's been 
a big issues causing many 
teens to kill themselves 
because of the hurtful words 
of people around them. As a 
society, instead of helping the 
victim we often laugh, some of 
us tend to join in, which then 
causes them to go through 
that emotional pain that will 
never 
affect us. 
But, just 
because 
something 
doesn't 
effect us 
doesn't 
mean we 
shouldn’t care about it or take 
action against it. This 
generation is being set up to 
see someone getting beat up 
or jumped and instead of 
stopping it, we watch or take 
our phones out and record. 
We need to not entertain it but 
to step in and stop the 
negativity from occurring.
     One of the biggest issues 
we still face today is the issue 
on racism. Why judge 
someone based on their skin 
color? Because a person is 
darker than you, that makes 
them less human? We witness 

this problem every day in society but we 
stand no ground for the people being 
discriminated against. It is shown that 
people with a darker skin color tend to be 
more targeted by law enforcement as 
well. This racism within society causes a 
division within our nation. When saying 
“black lives matter” it’s not saying that 
their lives matter more than others, when 
that's not the case. It is simply saying that 

for so long they have being 
treated like they haven't 
mattered, that their standing 
their ground and saying that 
they matter equally. As a 
society we should accept 
the fact that everyone 
bleeds the same and their 
color, religion, sex, income, 

etc should not define them. It 
takes one step to stand up for someone 
you see being discrimination against, 
don't be the person who sits on the 
sidelines just watching.
     As the “United” states of America we 
should live up to the name instead of 
outcasting the people that are classified 
by society as “different”. You could post a 
simple status standing up for bullying, 
racism, sexism, and other issues could 
have a bigger impact then you think. 
When you see negativity you fear for the 
way our nation will end up but the 
positivity we do have gives us hope for a 
better future, a society where everyone 
will be accepted.
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You Can 
Dance if 
You Want

By Talia Kowalski

     Music educators and art 
teachers in public schools 
feel that they face program 
cuts, and rightly so. These 
elective classes are 
considered enriching and 
form well-rounded students. 
They teach an appreciation 
for the finer things in life, and 
provide an opportunity for 
every student to explore a 
more qualitative practice 
than the rest of academics. 
But somehow, dance has 
fallen through the cracks. In 
a time when the arts are 
being forced out of public 
schools, I contend that dance 
deserves to be fought for as 
well. We teach athleticism, 
but only as far as 
competitive, aggressive gym 
class sports are concerned. 
Instead, it is my suggestion 
that we also focus on a more 
expressive form of exercise. 
Dance requires coordination 
and balance, and teaches

the importance of practice, just like 
traditional sports. But it also can be 
creative, and promotes a more graceful 
atmosphere. Faith Ellington, when 
asked how she feels public school 
schools teaching dance will affect her, 
says that she thinks, "it would be just 
like another gym class. If you enjoy 
gym class, then it would be beneficial to 
you. But if not, it would be just another 
mandatory elective you do not enjoy."
     But the benefits of dance cannot be 
denied. Students need to be taught 
how to move and the importance of 
interactions between their body and the 
environment. If taught dance at a young 
age, students could develop a greater 
sense of coordination and physical self, 
which in turn could build and nurture a 
generation that is less self -conscious 
and more comfortable in their own skin. 
And dance can help improve athletic 
performance in other sports as well. For 
example, many professional football 
players, according to Jack Gerard on 
azcentral, practice ballet to improve 
flexibility, speed, agility, strength, 
balance, mental focus, and endurance. 
Some even credit their success on the 
field to their practice of ballet. 
     When asked how dance impacted 
her childhood development, Brittany 
Bagenstose explained, “I’ve made 
many new friends, and it's really a way 
for me to get out my stress and 
anything that's going on in my life.” Not 
only has dance taught her a creative 
skill, but it has also been an outlet. The

opportunity should be provided to all 
public school kids, because dance 
could potentially be a hidden talent or 
the perfect outlet.
     At the West Reading Elementary 
Center, sixth graders are offered the 
opportunity to take lessons at Fred 
Astaire Dance Studio in ballroom 
dance. The students that do participate 
in this after-school activity have, 
overall, found it a positive experience. 
Matt Benusa, who participated in the 
program, said that ballroom dance was 
fun because “I made a lot of memories 
with my friends because I was able to 
be active while associating with other 
people.” More opportunities like these 
should exist to expose students to 
dance in a more consistent manner.
     The activity teaches teamwork and 
creativity simultaneously. Just as music 
and art class are required for 
elementary students, dance should be 
taught to younger children, and offered 
as an elective, maybe as a gym class 
alternative, for high school students. 
With as many forms of dance as ballet, 
hip hop, ballroom, etc., students should 
be given the opportunity to explore 
their capabilities and talents.

"Oswald" Still 
Helps Us Today

By Julia Cheskey

     Picture a high schooler—any 
grade, any ranking—waking up in 
the early morning, so early the sun 
will only rise hours later. In a state of 
panic, the student is burdened and 
suffocated by the weight of anxiety. 
Many may go through this daily, for 
one, my sister.
     She has tried to help it, to ease 
her near constant anxiety, but 
nothing works so well as one thing
—Oswald the Octopus. Hopefully 
you know “Oswald”, if not, either 
you were not born in the right years 
to watch the children’s show, or you 
never found it while scrolling 
through channels. If you happened 
to stumble upon Nickelodeon at the 
right time of day, however, you’d be 
in luck.
     “Oswald” is an American-British 
animated series about a blue 
octopus who spends his days 
playing the piano and helping out 
his friends around his 
neighborhood. It is not the plot 
though that draws her in. There are 
various other reasons why someone 
would watch this show at three in 
the morning in attempt to calm down 
from an anxiety attack.
     The show is quiet and calming; 
every rustle of a leaf, every drip of 
water is clear and resilient. Oswald’s 
voice is soft and kind and the whole 
show presents a possibility to trigger 
autonomous sensory meridian 
response(ASMR), a tingling 
sensation on the skin that usually 
travels from the scalp down the 
back very often triggered by certain 
sounds. This may very well be why 
my sister chooses to watch that in 
order to fall back asleep, but it could 
also be because of nostalgic 
reasons.
Perhaps, because it was her 
absolute favorite TV show to watch, 
the nostalgia it brings is just as 
relaxing. She correlates Oswald 
with a carefree childhood, playing 
innocently with friends, lacking the 
stress of school and the social 
awkwardness and insecurities that 
come with growing up. Whether she 
is aware of it or not, watching shows 
from childhood, like “Oswald,” 
automatically fills her mind with 
intoxicating nostalgia and calms her 
down.
Anxiety plagues high schoolers left 
and right, whether they show it or 
not. Watching shows or reading 
books from your childhood could 
very well fill your mind with 
nostalgia, and therefore keep you 
relaxed.
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This Edition's Debate: Are 
Hufflepuffs Overrated?

By Matthew Driben

     DISCLAIMER:  This article is not meant to genuinely offend; instead, it is meant to be 
lighthearted and in good fun.  At the end of the day, the Hufflepuff values of friendship and 
authenticity are great.  But they don’t stop Hufflepuff from being Hogwarts' worst house. I don’t have 
any real animosity towards the house of Hufflepuff or its students, but the way I feel about Hufflepuff 
is more like how I feel about the New York Yankees, the New York (really New Jersey) Giants, or 
any New York sports team for that matter:  I enjoy rooting against them, but I don’t have hard 
feelings against the players or fans and it’s not the end of the world when they do well once in a 
blue moon.  Also, spoiler alerts ahead!  
     I appreciate Abby Goldberg’s passion for the Harry Potter series. I really do. But if she is such a 
Harry Potter fan, why does she so enthusiastically associate with Hogwarts’ worst house, 
Hufflepuff? The Hufflepuff values of hard work and honesty are commendable, but where does 
Hufflepuff stack up to the other houses? Let’s ask a couple characters from the franchise.  When 
Harry first meets Draco Malfoy on page 77 of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, Malfoy 
reasons, “Imagine being in Hufflepuff, I think I’d leave, wouldn’t you?” When Harry asks Rubeus 
Hagrid, Keeper of the Keys at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, three pages later if such 
a claim is true, Hagrid replies, “Everyone says Hufflepuff are a lot o’ duffers.”  As a result, after 
spending only a couple hours in Diagon Alley, Harry knows about two things about the wizarding 
world: 1. Underground cart rides at Gringotts are scary.  2. Nobody wants to be in Hufflepuff.
     Wow. 80 pages into the 4,100 page saga, J.K Rowling has already beaten to death the notion 
that Hufflepuff is the worst house.  By the end of Harry’s first year, no one is surprised when 
Hufflepuff finishes dead last in the House Cup race with a measly 352 points. 
     But why, exactly, is Hufflepuff the worst?  Starting with Hufflepuff's most notable aspect, 
Wyomissing's Senior Class President Michelle Chau rhymes, “The name is just lame.” While names 
such as Gryffindor and Ravenclaw indicate a sense of boldness and toughness, “Hufflepuff” implies 
daintiness and weakness. Not only does Hufflepuff’s name make it inferior to the other houses, but 
Hufflepuff’s mascot, the badger, also limits people’s ability to take Hufflepuff seriously. Think of what 
today’s professional sports teams want as their mascots: something showing strength and power.  
The Detroit Lions have a lion as their mascot, like Gryffindor, the Arizona Diamondbacks have 
images of snakes on their uniforms, like Slytherin, and rumor has it that the Baltimore Ravens were 
inspired by Rowena Ravenclaw herself in the process of choosing a team name and mascot.  But 
not one American professional sports team shows its fighting spirit with a badger.
     Aside from names and mascots, Hufflepuff simply isn’t as appealing as the rest of the other 
houses.  In Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix on page 205, the Sorting Hat even goes as 
far as to say that Hufflepuff takes those who do not belong anywhere else because they do not 
exhibit any special traits: "Slytherin/ Took only pure-blood wizards/ Of great cunning […] And only 
those of sharpest mind/ Were taught by Ravenclaw/ While the bravest and the boldest/ Went to 
daring Gryffindor/ Good Hufflepuff she took the rest.” Sophia Reck finds fault in Helga Hufflepuff’s 
blind acceptance of first-years: Hufflepuff is the house for students who “couldn’t get in anywhere 
else.” While it may seem unfair to judge an educational establishment solely on its selectivity, 
imagine someone letting adolescents and teenagers to represent him or her for centuries to come.  
Wouldn’t that person have some preference that his or her students have some redeeming quality? 
However, when Helga Hufflepuff decided what she expected from her students, she pretty much 
looked past this potential and said, “My reputation doesn’t matter. Let them throw it away!”  As a 
result, because they do not have bravery like Gryffindors, intelligence like Ravenclaws, or ambition 
like Slytherins, Hufflepuffs value loyalty, but loyalty has a connotation of subservience.  Is that what 
makes Hufflepuff stand out— that its students don’t stand out?  
     Exactly, agrees Wyomissing English teacher Christopher Stanchek.  Hufflepuffs resemble Star 
Trek’s “Red Shirts,” who stereotypically go unnamed and are the first to die in battle.  On the 
prominence of Hufflepuff Cedric Diggory in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, Mr. Stanchek 
comments, “We’ve suddenly gotten a named character from Hufflepuff. We should’ve seen a mile 
away what was going to happen,” referring to Cedric’s death.  There are so few Hufflepuffs who 
actually matter in the Harry Potter series that the importance of Hufflepuff is incredibly dubious.  
Hang on, argues Sophia Ortiz, who identifies as a Hufflepuff:  “Hufflepuffs will be the first to jump 
you” because they have so many friends who can group together.  Sophia is right: Hufflepuffs would 
be the first to jump someone because they are so incompetent with magic that they cannot utter a 
simple “Petrificus Totalus” or a “Tarantallegra” to take down another person.
     With little significance in the Harry Potter series, Hufflepuff is undoubtedly Hogwarts’ worst 
house.  Since the release of the books and movies, J.K. Rowling has claimed that Hufflepuff is her 
favorite house, but this assertion is only because she has sympathy for how pathetic Hufflepuff is.  
Rowling was also responding to the question, “What would you say to people who are disappointed 
that they have been sorted into Hufflepuff on Pottermore?”, so she had to be politically correct and 
make Hufflepuffs feel better about themselves.  Also, virtually nothing Rowling has revealed since 
the release of the Harry Potter books can be considered valid, considering how she declared that 
Ron and Hermione’s relationship ultimately wouldn’t work out.  But that’s for another article.  

He Said:She said:

By Abby Goldberg

     “Said Hufflepuff, ‘I’ll teach the lot, and treat them just 
the same.’” Ever since the sorting hat spoke these words 
describing the formation of Hufflepuff House, fans have 
taken this description and run with it, changing the true 
meaning of Hufflepuff into something considered 
shameful.  Since Helga Hufflepuff opened her house to 
everyone who had not already been chosen for another 
house, you have probably heard people discuss how 
Hufflepuffs are “boring losers” who stay in the background.  
This is a horrible stereotype that ridicules the glorious 
name of Hufflepuff.  Helga Hufflepuff was kind and 
welcoming to all students when forming her house, and as 
the years progressed, the house’s traits grew until they 
represented Helga and her kindness.  So, the assumption 
that Hufflepuffs are just “the lot” and have no defining 
features is completely bogus.
     Hufflepuffs’ main characteristics are kindness, loyalty, 
hard work, and modesty.  Before you move on and dismiss 
these traits as being lame or cheesy, take another second 
to really think about it. At the end of the day, what would 
you rather be remembered as: kind, brave, intelligent, or 
ambitious? For me, there is no question. Kindness is the 
characteristic that rises to the top of any list.  When it 
comes down to it, I firmly believe that compassion is one 
of our most important and powerful tools, capable of 
making  someone’s day, changing opinions, and saving 
lives.  Also, I respect hard work and effort because, if you 
do not feel passionately enough to work hard on anything, 
life is pointless and without meaning.  Those who slack 
and accept just getting by instead of persevering to do the 
best that they can do miss out on the joy of success.
      Hufflepuffs also value modesty.  So, as Eddie 
Redmayne, the actor who portrays Newt Scamander and a 
fellow Hufflepuff, points out, “We are going to do the right 
thing and not because of the glory.  Not because of the 
glory, but for the greater good.”  On top of all of this, 
Hufflepuffs are loyal.  During the Battle of Hogwarts, while 
most of the Slytherins, a lot of the Ravenclaws, and some 
of the Gryffindors left instead of fighting, every member of 
Hufflepuff House who was of age stayed to protect 
Hogwarts.  According to J. K. Rowling, “The Hufflepuffs 
stayed for a different reason [than the Gryffindors].  They 
weren’t trying to show off.  They weren’t being reckless.  
That’s the essence of Hufflepuff House.”  While some may 
argue that loyalty makes a person weak and subservient, I 
contend that it makes a person powerful.  As Albus 
Dumbledore once said, “We are only as strong as we are 
united, as weak as we are divided.”  Loyalty unites the 
Hufflepuff House, making it immensely strong.
     While Hufflepuffs share these amazing traits, this does 
not mean that these are the only characteristics that define 
them.  Just like the members of the other houses, 
Hufflepuffs are in their house due to what they value most, 
not necessarily what fits them best.  So, although ignorant 
people claim that Hufflepuffs are unintelligent and 
cowardly, this is completely false.  J. K. Rowling says that 
Hufflepuff has “produced just as many brilliant and daring 
witches and wizards, but, just because [Hufflepuffs] don’t 
shout it, [they] don’t get the credit [they] deserve.”
     Hufflepuff House, frequently underrated, is truly the 
best house, as J. K. Rowling agrees due to its dedication 
to compassion, loyalty, hard work, and humbleness.  So, 
when you hear someone make fun of Hufflepuff or call it 
the worst house, remember that it far surpasses the other 
houses in terms of its strong values.


